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Aim:


As the first night of this subject is the first week of a New Year make sure it is lots of fun and suitable for new girls who may or may not know anyone else. 
When you divide the girls into team try and make sure that there is a variety of ages and abilities in each team.
If awarding prizes try not to always award to the team that comes first. Make sure you spread the prizes around – funniest, prettiest, most original, etc.

Objectives:









· To participate in Team Building/Get to know you games
· To make new friends
· To have fun

Equipment Needed:

You will need equipment for the games chosen and a suitable space to play them. Try and choose a variety of different types of games. Some can be quite physical and others that may be sit down/thinking games.
Because it is summer time and maybe quite hot it may be a good idea to provide a drink for the girls at an appropriate time during the evening.

Preparation:

Some games may need to be set up prior to the girls arriving
SetUp:

Commence the formal part of the evening with roll call etc. Remember that because this is the first night of a new year there could be new girls. They will not be aware of the way you do things so be sure to explain what is expected. It may be a good idea to have name tags.
Devotions: This is a three week series for the duration of this badge.

Jesus is my best friend


Jesus cares for me


Jesus loves and accepts us just as we are
Jesus is my Best Friend:
Did you know that Jesus wants to be our Best Friend?   We praise Jesus, worship Him, and serve Him, but friendship is what Jesus wants most of all.    What makes someone a good friend? 
A friend is someone who accepts you just the way you are, believes in you and encourages you. Someone who is trustworthy, who never forsakes you, who forgives your mistakes, who enjoys being with you, and who makes you laugh. 

Jesus wants to be this way with us. He is not a far away God. He wants us to spend time with Him. He wants to be your very best friend, and He wants you to be His! 

Jesus is the best of everything we look for in a friend. 

The Bible shows that Jesus was "cool". People wanted to be around Jesus. They wanted to hang out with Him. They wanted to be His friend. Jesus' last message to His disciples was that He wants to be our friend. (John 15:15) 

In this three week series we will learn about some of Jesus' friends from the Bible. 
Jesus forgives our mistakes
Peter was one of Jesus' closest friends and disciples. Peter knew that Jesus was The Christ, Peter walked on water with Jesus, Peter was with Jesus on the mountain of transfiguration. Peter even cut off a guard’s ear when they arrested Jesus. Jesus warned Peter that he would deny Him. But Peter bragged that he would never deny being a follower of Jesus. However, on the night that Jesus was arrested Peter broke that promise. In fact Peter broke it more than once. 

When the disciples ran off, Peter went to sit where he could watch where they had taken Jesus. He sat far enough away so no one would see him. Peter was very afraid and confused. He lied when a woman asked him if he was one of the men with Jesus. He said he did not even know who Jesus was. Later someone else asked him if he was with Jesus, but Peter again said he was not. The third time Peter denied knowing Jesus, a rooster crowed. Then Jesus turned and with a hurtful heart, looked at Peter. Peter remembered that Jesus had told him "Before a rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will have said three times that you do not know me." 

When things go wrong, we need friends, don't we. Jesus needed friends, too! But they all ran away. And now even Peter, one of his closest friends was denying him. Peter felt so bad about what he did that he cried and cried. The wonderful thing is that Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a second chance.  Because Peter was forgiven it made Peter even stronger in Loving Jesus. Peter became a mighty leader for Jesus Christ. He led many people to believe in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus will forgive you of your mistakes. He loves you just the way you are. He shows love, grace, mercy and friendship. 

Jesus cares for me:
Do you know that Jesus cares about you? 

A real friend cares about you. They laugh with you when you are happy. They cry with you when you are sad, and they care about you when you are sick. 

Lazarus, Mary & Martha

Jesus had many friends when He lived on Earth. Jesus laughed with His friends. He was very happy. He had fun and enjoyed His life. He sometimes made people laugh when He told them stories about God and his love. Jesus showed His love to all of His friends and He even showed love to people He just met. 

Jesus was happy to have three close friends that He could really trust. They were a wealthy family of one brother Lazarus, and his two sisters Mary & Martha. Jesus would stay with these friends whenever He was in the village of Bethany. They loved to have Jesus over at their house because they enjoyed being around Jesus. 

One day Mary and Martha were busy in the kitchen preparing the meal. Mary slipped away from the chores because she wanted to hear what Jesus was saying in the other room. She sat quietly at the feet of Jesus listening to His every word. He was telling about God's love and Mary was so interested in what He was saying she forgot about fixing dinner. Nothing seemed as important to her as learning more about God. 

Martha was left in the kitchen preparing the meal by herself. Finally Martha came out and yelled "Get up and help me fix the meal Mary!" Then she turned to Jesus and said, "Master, tell Mary to come help me prepare the meal." Jesus answered, "Martha, listening to God's word is even more important than eating. I will not take that away from Mary." So Mary stayed and listened to God's word and Martha went back to prepare the meal. Jesus loved them both.   (Luke 10:38-42) 

Jesus cared for His friends, Lazarus, Mary and Martha. Read another story about Lazarus getting sick. Because Jesus cared for His friends, He showed His love by caring for them. Jesus loves you too. He believes in you, encourages you and heals you when you are sick.

Jesus loves and accepts us just as we are:
Did you know that Jesus loves and accepts us just as we are? 

There are many stories in the New Testament that tells about Jesus telling people that God forgives them, and to sin no more. 

One very special woman had received God's forgiveness and was so blessed from the joy and freedom in her life after being forgiven that she had to find Jesus to show her love back to Him. 

When she finally found Jesus He was at a friend's house reclining after eating. There were many people there who witnessed this woman go up to Jesus and sit at His feet and opened up her alabaster box to anoint Jesus' feet with the perfume and dried them with her hair. The host complained and told Jesus that He should have realized that this woman was a sinner, and not allowed her to do such a thing. 

Jesus replied with a parable. READ the scripture Luke 7:37-48 
37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 
Jesus forgave her sin. This really wicked woman. This lady who had done so many things and was obviously known as a street woman and who was not liked by the religious crowd, by the good people of the town. The host, Simon even looked down his nose at her. Yet Jesus forgave her sin. A person who has a heart full of praise for the forgiveness of God is totally forgiven by God.
Prayer:
Activity Session:

There are games listed below, there are also some in our IFG games resource book, but you are free to choose any games you like. 
If you have enough girls to divide them into teams get each team to choose a name for themselves. It may be a good idea to also assign each team an identifying item. It may be a coloured sash to wear or any other thing of your choosing. It needs to be something that is easy for the girls to wear when they are playing games. 
Points can be awarded to each team for the activities they will participate in over the three weeks. Try not to award points only for first place. They can also be awarded for sportsmanship, imagination, or any other reason you choose. 

On the first night it is a good idea to use team building/get to know you games. This will help any new girls feel part of the group.

Notices and Home Time:

End evening with a prayer
Games:
Here are some you may like to use, there are others in the IFG Games book, or at the end of this section there are some games website addresses.

Group Stand

Instruct the team to gather in a circle. Have the team come in as close as possible to one another so that they are standing shoulder to shoulder. Have the members of the team turn around so everyone is facing outward. Have everyone sit down at the same time so that the entire team's backs are facing one another in a circle. Instruct the team that the objective of the activity is to have the entire team stand up at the same time, all together. This activity will teach leadership principles, verbal communication skills and listening skills. 
Group Sit

This is similar to the Group Stand except that the group stand facing the back of the person in front. This time the goal is for everyone to sit on the knee of the person behind.
Blind Organization
Have the team line up shoulder to shoulder. Explain to the team that the objective of the activity is to organise themselves in a straight line in the proper birth order from youngest at the front to oldest at the back. Explain they will have to accomplish this task without using words or their eye-sight. Have everyone involved close their eyes or use blind folds so no one peaks. This activity will stretch the team to use nonverbal communication and teamwork to accomplish the task. 

Whispers
The group needs to be in a circle sitting on the floor. Have the leader of the group make up a statement no longer than one sentence. It can be about anything she wants it to be about. The leader whispers the statement to girl sitting next to her and then that person whispers what she heard to the person next to her and so on. When the message reaches the last person, she says the statement out loud. Compare the original statement with the end result. 
Scavenger Hunt

Organise a scavenger hunt preferably outside. Break into 3 to 6 person teams. Be sure any land or area you use for the hunt is suitable for your activity. By working in groups to achieve the common goal of locating and collecting various items, team members will learn how to work more closely with one another. Give the girls a list of items to find. 
Create Together

Give the girls a theme and ask them to create a poster using items you either supply or get them to collect from the surrounding area. Each group will need a large sheet of poster paper, glue, paints/felts, old magazines, scissors etc
There are many more games to be found on the internet. 
Here are a few websites that you may find helpful
www.funandgames.org 
http://tlc.howstuffworks.com/family/easy-outdoor-team-games-for-kids.htm 

http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/pe/contents01games.htm 

http://www.suite101.com/content/team-building-games-for-kids-and-teens-a77132 

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/team-games-for-children.html 
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